


DME ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
October 8, 2024

Members Present
Amy Ogle, Chairperson, Hannibal Medical
Karen Atkins, Mobility First
Christopher Cobb, Cox Health
Grace Greninger, Freeman Health
Patrick Naeger, Aero Care
Mike Osborn, Alliance Rehab & Medical Equipment

Consultants Present
Matt Chegwidden
Tim Hogan
Lori Parker

Missouri Medicaid Audit and Compliance (MMAC) Staff Present
Shelly Smith
Valerie Schmitz

MO Healthnet Division (MHD) Staff Present
Beth Bramstedt
Melinda Bridge
Amber Davis
Lee Gerloff
Shannon Miller
Julie Phillips
Jamie Purnell
Jessica Veit
Welcome/Introductions/Announcements
Amy Ogle called the meeting to order. The July 9th, 2024, meeting minutes were reviewed. Mike Osborne made a motion to approve. Karen Atkins gave the second. All approved.
Old Business/Updates
Wheelchair Certificate of Medical (CMN) Necessity Timeframe
Julie Phillips advised the procedure codes submitted by Karen Atkins have been forwarded to MMIS staff to determine the next step in changing the CMN timeframe from six (6) months to 12 months. An update will be provided at the next meeting.
Therapy Evaluations for Adults for Custom Wheelchairs
Julie advised Beth Bramstedt and Christopher Cobb are reviewing this. A meeting is scheduled for October 10, 2024, to determine the next steps. The committee determined the therapy evaluation procedure codes to review and determine fiscal impact are 97162, 97163, and 97542.
Medically Unlikely Edits (MUEs)
Julie advised a meeting was held with Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) on June 13, 2024. In that meeting, CMS requested more information to consider MHD’s request to turn off the MUE on certain DME codes. MHD is working to provide the additional information to CMS. 
Seat Elevation System
Julie advised MHD is currently reviewing information submitted by Mike Osborn and Karen and will work on completing a fiscal impact to cover codes E2298, K0830, and K0831. 
Portable Oxygen Issue
Julie advised a subgroup meeting was held on September 20, 2024, to discuss aligning MHD’s oxygen rates with Medicare. A utilization report has been requested to review the fiscal impact of this change. Once the report is received MHD will meet internally and report their findings to the subgroup. 
The committee also discussed the firesafe cannula valve project in the process of being implemented by MHD. The committee voiced concerns regarding participants use of the valves and how often they will be misplaced or thrown away. Jamie Purnell advised the committee she will take the concerns back to MHD’s administration.
Labor Rates
Melinda Bridge reported she is currently reviewing the request to increase labor rates. A list serve was completed with nine (9) states responding. The comparison shows Missouri’s rate is low. MHD will run a report to see how often these codes are being used (K0739, L4205, L4210, L7510, L7520). 
Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive Technology Society of North America (RESNA) and International Registry of Rehabilitation Technology Suppliers (iNRRTS) Certification Requirements
Julie advised the committee that Mike Osborn submitted information to MHD to review regarding the proposed RESNA Assistive Technology Professional (ATP) certification requirement for Complex Rehabilitation Technology (CRT) services. Mike’s research found there are 16 companies that have the RESNA certified ATP credential and 11 of those have the iNRRTS credential. The belief is that most companies are represented by both RESNA and iNRRTS. Julie advised the committee that the iNRRTS certification requirement was discussed with MHD’s legal staff and they advised the requirement needs to be put into regulation. After some discussion, it was determined that MHD will move forward with implementing the RESNA ATP requirement, allowing a grace period to comply, and begin working on the regulation update for the iNRRTS certification requirement.  
Higher-Coded Item for Cost of Lower-Coded Item
Julie advised MHD staff reviewed the regulation and advised it states that if two different items meet the medical need of the participant the lower cost item must be employed. Karen advised Medicare allows the GL code to be billed to indicate a free upgrade was given and not a kickback. Tim Hogan advised there have been times when suppliers provided a higher coded item to give a way to participants as a tool for building their business, and due to this any change to language needs to be specific. After further discussion, a subgroup was formed to further discuss and develop language to be reviewed by MHD.
New Business
Coverage of Code L3809
Grace Greninger requested MHD review code L3809 (wrist-hand-finger orthosis, without joint(s), prefabricated, off-the-shelf, any type), as it is currently not covered. MHD covers custom fabricated, but not off-the-shelf basic model. Julie agreed to have her staff review.
Knee Scooter Coverage
Grace requested MHD consider covering code E0118 (knee scooter) at a minimum for ages 20 and under. After some discussion, it was discovered this code has been covered since 2005 at a rate of $72.64. Grace then requested MHD issue a hot tip advising DME providers of coverage of this code. Julie stated her staff will work on this. 
Prior Approval of Compression Socks
Grace asked MHD to consider covering compression socks. These are currently reviewed through the Exceptions process. Grace believes having participants wait to have their requests reviewed through the Exceptions process is not reasonable. Christopher Cobb added the cost of treating the patient far outweighs the preventive measures of treatment. MHD staff will review her request.

Patrick Naeger made a motion to adjourn. Mike Osborn gave the second. All approved and the meeting adjourned. 

Next Meeting Scheduled
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
Conference Room 210
10:00am-12:00pm
All Agenda Items Due January 1, 2025
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