
[bookmark: _Hlk792159]DRUG PRIOR AUTHORIZATION COMMITTEE MINUTES
	Date
	Time
	Location

	January 20, 2026

	10:00am – 3:00pm (CT)

	Virtual, via Teams




	Join Teams Meeting




	
		






Meeting ID: 297 330 810 444 37
Meeting passcode: N9A753Cf
	Join From a Mobile Device (attendees only)
 +1 469-998-7961,,730062766# 



* Click HERE for Meeting Documents *
* Click HERE to Register for Public Comment *
 Attendance
		
Board Members Present	
· Carrie Coughlin, M.D., MPHS
· J.K. Sturgeon, PharmD, BCPS
· James Krings, MD, MSc
· Laura Kingsley, PharmD – Chair
· Lauren Kessmann, PharmD, BCPP
· Maya Moody, DO, FAAP
· Morgan Sperry, PharmD
· Nadim Kanafani, MD, MPH
· Nicole Tran, PharmD
· Rashmi Srivastava, MD
· Ricky Ogden Jr, PharmD

Board Members Absent
· Angeline Stanislaus, MD 

MO HealthNet Staff
· Ambra Stotler-Badua, Pharmacy Specialist
· Connie Sutter, Fiscal Manager
· Elizabeth Short, Program Development Specialist
· Elizabeth Sissom, RN, Clinical Review Nurse
· Jennifer Colozza, PharmD, Clinical Pharmacist
· Jaime Jones, Drug Rebate Unit
· Katherine Heriford, Pharmacy Benefit Specialist
· Denise Sappenfield, Pharmacy Benefit Specialist
· Mark Roaseau, R.Ph., Clinical Pharmacist
· Nikki Ashley, Pharmacy Program Specialist
· Olivia Geritz, PharmD, Program Integrity Pharmacist
· Jamie Jones, Drug Rebate Unit
· Keri Ballew, Drug Rebate Unit Supervisor
· Angela Wilson, Pharmacy Program Manager
· Lisa Smith Pharmacy Program PBA
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· Aissa Sayles, PharmD, Conduent
· Amanda Williams, PharmD, RPh, GWT
· Amy Hartmann, PharmD, GWT
· Annie Carter, PharmD, GWT
· Ashley Lytton, RN, BSN, Wipro
· Bobby Varghese, PharmD, GWT
· Brandon Schowengerdt, PharmD, GWT
· Chelsea Pendleton, RN, BSN, Wipro
· Chris Brown, PharmD, GWT
· John Crowley, PharmD, BCPS, CPPS, Conduent
· John Dolan, PharmD, BCPPS, Conduent 
· Jovanna Leid, PharmD, GWT
· LeAnna Kirsch, RN, Wipro
· Linh Morsches, PharmD, Conduent
· Mandy Nilges, RN, Wipro
· Megan Fast, PharmD, GWT
· Sandy Kapur, PharmD, GWT
· Serena Barden, PharmD, BCPS, GWT
· Vicki Revel, PharmD, GWT
· Yogi Patel, PharmD, GWT



Others

· Amanda Nowakowski, ViiV Healthcare
· Amy Hornig, AbbVie
· Andrew Dawson
· Andrew J Tamulevich, Upsher-Smith
· Angie Wood 
· Audrey Rattan, Alexion
· Belma Corpening
· Bethany Zanrucha, IntraBio, Inc
· Brad Zastrow, Axsome
· Brandon B Kimbrough, AbbVie
· Brian Denger, Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy
· Caroline Faber, JANUS
· Christy Galeotti
· Dan O'Donnell, Axsome
· Daniel Bloor
· Daniel C Sheehan, Pfizer
· Dave Poskey, Otsuka
· David Miley, Teva
· Hunter Rondeau, SMM Health
· Jaclyn M Kobienia, Upsher-Smith
· James Gibbs, ITCI
· James McKay, Biogen
· James Robbins, Sanofi
· James Sharp, ITCI
· Jay Milton, Bayer Healthcare
· Jeff Houston, AbbVie
· Jeff Martin, BioCryst Pharmaceuticals
· Jennifer A. Sabath, Allergan
· Jennifer Freeman, Neurocrine
· Jessi Bennett, Biocryst
· Joe Sullivan, Vertex 
· Julie A Lynch, Upsher-Smith
· Kari Rosbeck, TSC Alliance
· Kathrin Kucharski, Sarepta Therapeutics
· Keith Gulley, Amgen
· Kellie Vazzana, Alkermes
· Kelly Maynard, Little Hercules Foundation
· Kenneth Berry, Alkermes 
· Kent Douglas, Neurocrine
· Kim Greenberg, Acadia
· Kurt J Hendrickson, AbbVie
· Laura Hediger, Abbvie
· Lauren Warn, PTC Therapeutics
· Lee Stout, Chiesi
· Leia Roeges, Neurocrine Biosciences
· Lindsay Pollack, Janus
· Lori Blackner, Pfizer Global Medicine
· Lynda Finch, Biogen 
· Lynn Kaye, Indivior
· Marc Parker, VS Health Group 
· Mark Forkner, PTC Bio
· Melanie Kitto, Biocryst
· Michelle B Zachman, Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC
· Miranda Ryzenman, Petauri 
· Patrick J Moty, Upsher-Smith
· Paul Amato, ViiV Healthcare
· Phil Lohec, Viatris
· Rich Dudek, Upsher-Smith
· Robert Pearce, BMS
· Robin
· Ron Abraham, Cencora
· Ronald "Alan" Kloss, Alkermes
· Rusty Hailey, ITCI
· Ryan Miller, Teva
· Sam Glaubitz
· Sarah Buechting, Mercy
· Scott Avery DO, True Blue Health
· Shawn Akey
· Shelly Nickerson, Neurocrine
· Steven McFadden, Otsuka
· Taha Khan, Vertex
· Tayler Chapman, Luye Pharma
· Teena Abraham, Axsome
· Timothy Doherty, SCGUS
· Yvonne Burnett, SSM Health




Opening Statements/Updates
		
· Welcome, Announcements and Introductions – Jennifer Colozza
· [bookmark: _Hlk211329165]Jennifer Colozza, MHD Clinical Pharmacist, introduced herself and called the meeting to order and facilitated the meeting on behalf of MHD. Jennifer introduced new Conduent pharmacists, Aissa Sayles and Linh Morsches.

· Minutes Review – Discussion/Approval
· Minutes were reviewed from the October 2025 meeting.
· A motion was made to approve the minutes by Ricky Ogden and seconded by Rashmi Srivastava. The motion passed unanimously. 

· Pharmacy Program/Budget Update – Elizabeth Short
· [bookmark: _Hlk211329232]FY26 Enrollees and Expenditures
· FY26 MO HealthNet Expenditures by Service 
· FY26 Pharmacy Spend vs Total Medicaid Spend
· CY25TD PUPM Drug Claims Total Reimbursement
· FY23 – FY26 Mavyret Expenditures 
· FY26 Top 10 Drug Classes by Expenditures
· FY22 – FY26 Rare Disease Expenditures Per Day
· FY26 Top Cell & Gene Therapy Expenditures 

· Pharmacy Benefit Administration Services Update – Chris Brown

· Pharmacy Director’s Update – Olivia Geritz
· MHD submitted Letters of Intent to join the CMMI BALANCE Model for GLP-1s and the GENEROUS Model for Most Favored Nation pricing
· MHD currently interviewing for the next Director of Pharmacy 
· January DURB postponed 
		
Old Business 
	
· Edit Implementation Schedule Review – Jennifer Colozza
		
New Business                          
	
· Conduent Reports – John Dolan
· Call Center Statistics
· Missouri SmartPA POS Transparency Report
· “Top 25” Drugs by Cost/Claims
· New Drug/Product Review – Olivia Geritz
· Olivia reviewed the new products identified for the quarter and the proposed status within the pharmacy program.
· Carrie Coughlin recommended changing the therapeutic trial lookback period for pimecrolimus or topical tacrolimus from 3 months to 6 months. She also recommended listing the dose optimization criteria by grams vs mg.  
· No public comment provided.
· A motion was made by Carrie Coughlin and seconded by J.K. Sturgeon to approve the new drug recommendations with the following revision in blue to the Anzupgo approval criteria. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Approval Criteria, Initial Therapy – must meet all of the following:
· Documented therapeutic trial of pimecrolimus or topical tacrolimus in the past 6 months; AND 
· Dose Optimization Fiscal Edit
· 360 g every 365 days

· Clinical and Fiscal Edit Review – Jennifer Colozza
· Existing Criteria
· [bookmark: _Hlk215557727]Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Antipsychotics – 1st Generation (Typical) Clinical Edit
· Sarah Buechting, NP, Mercy provided public comment regarding oncology participants and their need for antiemetic therapies that are classified as antipsychotics.
· J.K. Sturgeon recommended revising the edit to allow for a 30-day supply of therapy for participants receiving concurrent chemotherapy classified by NCCN as highly or moderately emetogenic within the past 90 days. 
· Butalbital Combinations without Codeine Clinical Edit
· Camzyos Clinical Edit
· HBV Nucleotide Analog Reverse Transcriptase Inhibitors Fiscal Edit 
· High Risk Therapies Clinical Edit  
· Journavx Clinical Edit
· Morphine Milligram Equivalent Accumulation Clinical Edit
· Selzentry Clinical Edit
· Sohonos Clinical Edit
· Verquvo Clinical Edit
· Ztalmy Clinical Edit
· A motion was made by J.K. Sturgeon and seconded by Carrie to approve the above Clinical and Fiscal Edits, Existing Criteria proposals with the following revision in blue to the Antipsychotics – 1st Generation (Typical) Clinical Edit. The motion passed unanimously.
· Approval Criteria: 
· Must meet one of the following:
· Participant demonstrates compliance to prescribed therapy (90 out of 120 days); 
· For a diagnosis of nausea, vomiting, or hiccups :
· Must meet all of the following:
· Claim is for chlorpromazine 10, 25, or 50 mg tablets, prochlorperazine 5 or 10 mg tablets, or prochlorperazine 25 mg suppositories;
· Claim is within approved dosage limitations for use in nausea, vomiting, or hiccups;
· Must meet one of the following:
· Claim is for prochlorperazine and participant has documented concurrent highly or moderately emetogenic chemotherapy in the past 90 days; OR
· Must meet all of the following:
· Claim is for ≤ 10 days supply; AND
· Participant does not have a history of antipsychotic therapy in the past 15 days

· New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria
· Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Anti-Amyloid Monoclonal Antibody Clinical Edit
· Botulinum Toxin Clinical Edit
· Corlanor Clinical Edit
· Cystic Fibrosis Transmembrane Conductance Regulator (CFTR) Modulators Clinical Edit
· Taha Khan with Vertex yielded public comment time back on Alyftrek. 



· Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD) Clinical Edit
· Brian Denger with Parent Project Muscular Dystrophy provided public comment on Elevidys. 
· Kelly Maynard with Little Hercules Foundation provided public comment on Elevidys.
· Kathrin Kucharski with Sarepta Therapeutics provided public comment on Elevidys.
· Enzyme Deficiency, Select Agents Clinical Edit
· Beth Zanrucha with Introbio provided public comment on Aqneursa. 
· Lauren Warn with PTC Therapeutics provided public comment on Sephience. 
· Leia Roeges with Neurocrine Biosciences provided public comment on Crenessity. 
· Opioid – Short-Acting Clinical Edit
· Prior Authorization Required Fiscal Edit
· Kari Rosbeck with TSC Alliance provided public comment on Vigafyde.
· Michelle Zachman with Upsher-Smith Laboratories, LLC provided public comment on Vigafyde. 
· Skyclarys Clinical Edit
· James McKay Biogen provided public comment on Skyclarys. 
· Skysona Clinical Edit
· A motion was made by J.K. Sturgeon and seconded by Maya Moody to approve the above Clinical and Fiscal Edits, New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria proposals. The motion passed unanimously. 
· Resource List Edit Review – Jennifer Colozza
· Existing Criteria
· Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Antipsychotics – 2nd Generation (Atypical) Depot Agents Resource List
· Tayler Frances Chapman with Luye Pharma provided public comment on Erzofri. 
· A motion was made by Ricky Ogden and seconded by Rashmi Srivastava to approve the above Resource List Edits, New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria proposals. The motion passed unanimously. 
· New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria
· Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Antipsychotics – 2nd Generation (Atypical) Oral & Transdermal Agents Resource List
· Lindsay Pollack with Johnson and Johnson provided public comment on Caplyta. 
· Kenneth Berry with Alkermes provided public comment on Lybalvi. 
· A motion was made by Rashmi Srivastava and seconded by J.K. Sturgeon to approve the above Resource List Edits, New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria proposals. The motion passed unanimously. 

· Preferred Drug List Edit Review – Jennifer Colozza
· Existing Criteria
· Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Antibiotics, Mupirocin Topical PDL Edit
· Antibiotics, Vaginal PDL Edit
· Antiemetics, 5-HT3, NK1 and Other Select Non-Injectables PDL Edit
· Anti-Parkinsonism, MAO-B Inhibitors PDL Edit
· Calcitonin Gene-Related Peptide (CGRP) Inhibitors PDL Edit
· Dave Miley with Teva provided public comment on Ajovy. 
· Cephalosporin Agents PDL Edit
· Hunter Rondeau with SSM Health provided public comment on cefpodoxime. 
· Fibromyalgia Agents PDL Edit
· Fluoroquinolones, Oral PDL Edit
· Macrolides PDL Edit
· Opioid and Select Alcohol Dependence Agents PDL Edit
· Opioids, Long Acting PDL Edit
· Penicillin Agents PDL Edit
· Somatostatin Analogs PDL Edit
· Tetracyclines PDL Edit
· Vesicular Monoamine Transporter 2 (VMAT2) Inhibitors PDL Edit
· Leia Roeges with Neurocrine Biosciences provided public comment on Ingrezza. 
· Sam Glaubitz with Mobile Crisis Team provided public comment.
· Scott Avery with True Blue Health provided public comment.
· A motion was made by Rashmi Srivastava and seconded by J.K. Sturgeon to approve the above Preferred Drug List Edit, Existing Criteria proposals. The motion passed unanimously. 
· New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria
· Jennifer introduced the following edits for discussion to the Committee. No public comment was provided, and no additional discussion occurred unless noted.  
· Alzheimer’s Agents, Acetylcholinesterase Inhibitors, N-Methyl-D-Aspartate Receptor Antagonists & Combinations PDL Edit
· Antibiotics, GI Oral Antibiotics, Gastrointestinal (GI) Oral PDL Edit
· Anticonvulsants, Dravet Syndrome PDL Edit
· Antiemetics, 5-HT3 and NK1 Injectables PDL Edit
· Anti-Migraine, Alternative Agents PDL Edit
· Lori Blackner with Pfizer provided public comment on Nurtec ODT.
· Laura Hediger with Mercy provided public comment on Ubrelvy. 
· Andrew Dawson with Hope Headache provided public comment on Ubrelvy.
· Anti-Migraine, Serotonin (5-HT1) Receptor Agonists PDL Edit
· Teena Abraham with Axsome Therapeutics provided public comment on Sybmravo. 
· Anti-Parkinsonism, Non-Ergot Dopamine Agonists PDL Edit
· Antiretroviral Therapy (ART) PDL Edit
· Paul Amato with ViiV Healthcare provided public comment on Apretude and Cabenuva. 
· GI Motility Agents, Chronic PDL Edit
· Glucagon Agents PDL Edit
· Hereditary Angioedema Agents PDL Edit
· Jeff Martin with BioCryst Pharmaceuticals provided public comment on Orladeyo. 
· Neuropathic Pain Agents PDL Edit
· NSAIDs PDL Edit
· Opioid Emergency Reversal Agents PDL Edit
· Sedative Hypnotics PDL Edit
· Skeletal Muscle Relaxants PDL Edit
· Tramadol-Like Agents PDL Edit
· A motion was made by Morgan Sperry and seconded J.K. Sturgeon by to approve the above Preferred Drug List Edit, New Criteria or Revision of Existing Criteria proposals. The motion passed unanimously. 

Other Business/Closing Comments           
		
· Other topics of discussion – Jennifer Colozza
· Committee vote for adjournment of the meeting – Olivia Geritz
· A motion was made by J.K. Sturgeon and seconded by Nicole Tran to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

		
Informal comments will be accepted from members of the audience at various points on the agenda. There will be a 15 - 20 minute break at noon for lunch.


NEXT MEETING: Tuesday, April 14, 2026
615 Howerton Court, Conference Room 202
Jefferson City, MO 65109
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