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Drug/Drug Class: Acne and Rosacea – Select Topical Agents Step Therapy Edit
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Executive Summary 
Purpose: 
Ensure appropriate utilization and control of select topical agents for acne and rosacea.
	
Why Issue Selected:
Acne is a chronic inflammatory condition presenting as comedones, papules, pustules, and nodules. Oil production, dead skin cells, clogged pores, and bacteria can all work together to cause acne.  Acne affects about 50 million people in the United States, including 85% of adolescents and 12% of adult women.  There are a variety of agents for the treatment of acne with a wide range of cost. 

Rosacea is a chronic inflammatory condition, predominately affecting the facial skin and eyes, which typically presents any time after 30 years of age as flushing or redness on the cheeks, nose, chin, or forehead that may come and go. Rosacea is estimated to affect over 16 million people in the United States.  There are a variety of topical and oral agents available for the treatment of rosacea.

Due to the large patient population affected and the variety of therapies available, it is fiscally advantageous for MO HealthNet to manage utilization of higher cost therapies.  This edit will focus on expensive topical agents that are not currently being edited by other means.

Program-Specific Information: Date Ranges FFS 1-1-2025 to 12-31-2025
	Drug
	Claims
	Spend
	Avg Spend per Claim

	AZELAIC ACID 15% GEL
	1,083
	$48,203.34
	$44.51

	BRIMONIDINE 0.33% GEL PUMP
	47
	$18,104.63
	$385.20

	CLINDAMYCIN PHOSPHATE 1% FOAM
	2
	$49.46
	$24.73

	CLINDAMYCIN PHOSPHATE 1% GEL
	4
	$349.15
	$87.29

	DAPSONE 5% GEL TOTAL
	68
	$5,545.98
	$81.56

	DAPSONE 7.5% GEL PUMP
	24
	$2,565.47
	$106.89

	FINACEA 15% FOAM
	1
	$12.92
	$12.92

	IVERMECTIN 1% CREAM
	65
	$10,475.74
	$161.17

	METRONIDAZOLE 0.75% CREAM
	1,505
	$39,199.62
	$26.05

	METRONIDAZOLE 0.75% LOTION
	9
	$638.53
	$70.95

	METRONIDAZOLE TOP 1% GEL PUMP
	27
	$1,248.14
	$46.23

	METRONIDAZOLE TOPICAL 0.75% GEL 
	921
	$28,211.79
	$30.63

	METRONIDAZOLE TOPICAL 1% GEL
	628
	$36,598.83
	$58.28

	RHOFADE 1% CREAM
	16
	$11,183.61
	$698.98

	SOD SULFACE-SULF 9.8-4.8% CLSR
	1
	$79.26 
	$79.26 

	SOOLANTRA 1% CREAM
	8
	$1,346.23
	$168.28

	Total
	4,409
	$203,812.70
	$46.23



Setting & Population 
Drug class for review: Select topical agents for acne and rosacea 
Age range: All appropriate MO HealthNet participants

Approval Criteria
For treatment of acne vulgaris (Aczone and Azelex agents):
· Must meet all of the following:
· Documented diagnosis of acne vulgaris in the past 2 years; AND
· Documented therapeutic trial of the following agents (defined as 30 out of 90 days):
· Topical benzoyl peroxide; AND
· Topical clindamycin or erythromycin 
For treatment of rosacea (Finacea, Metrocream, Metrogel, Metrolotion, Mirvaso, Noritate, Rhofade, Rosadan, and Soolantra agents):
· Must meet one of the following:
· Claim is for topical azelaic acid 15% gel, metronidazole 1% gel, or metronidazole 0.75% cream or gel; OR
· Must meet all of the following:
· Documented diagnosis of rosacea in the past 2 years; AND
· Documented therapeutic trial of one of the following agents (defined as 30 out of 90 days):
· azelaic acid 15% gel;
· metronidazole 1% gel; OR
· metronidazole 0.75% cream or gel
Clinical consultant review required for agents flagged as high-cost therapies (see Appendix A)

Denial Criteria
· Therapy will deny with presence of one of the following:
· Any approval criteria are not met
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Denial: Exception code “0681” (Clinical Edit)
Rule Type: CE
Default Approval Period: 1 year


Appendix A – High Cost Agents for Acne or Rosacea Therapy

	Drug Description
	Generic Equivalent

	BP 10-1 WASH   
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 10%-1%

	BPO 6% FOAMING CLOTHS  
	BENZOYL PEROXIDE

	CLINDACIN PAC KIT
	CLINDAMYCIN PHOS/SKIN CLNSR 19 1% KIT

	CLINDAGEL 1% GEL
	CLINDAMYCIN PHOSPHATE

	EPSOLAY 5% CREAM PUMP
	BENZOYL PEROXIDE

	EVOCLIN 1% FOAM
	CLINDAMYCIN PHOSPHATE

	INOVA 4% EASY PAD
	BENZOYL PEROXIDE/VITAMIN E MIXED

	INOVA 4-1 EASY PAD     
	SALICYLIC ACID/BENZOYL PEROXIDE/ VITAMIN

	INOVA 8% EASY PAD         
	BENZOYL PEROXIDE/VITAMIN E MIXED

	INOVA 8-2 EASY PAD
	SALICYLIC ACID/BENZOYL PEROXIDE/ VITAMIN

	PLEXION 9.8-4.8% CLEANSER     
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 9.8%-4.8%

	ROSADAN 0.75% CREAM KIT
	METRONIDAZOLE/SKIN CLEANSR #23

	ROSADAN 0.75% GEL KIT   
	METRONIDAZOLE/SKIN CLEANSR #23

	ROSULA 10%-5% CLOTHS
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 10-5%

	SOD SULFACETAMIDE-SULFUR LOT
	SULFACETAMIDE SOD/SULFUR 10-5%(W/W)

	SSS 10-5 FOAM       
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 10%-5%

	SUMADAN 9%-4.5% WASH        
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 9 %-4.5 %

	SUMAXIN CLEANSING PADS
	SULFACETAMIDE SODIUM/SULFUR 10%-4%
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